


ELCOME 
to the July edition of your Felsham 
and Gedding Village News. 

Ok I am wondering how it got to be 
time for me to be editing the July 
edition of newsletter already …… sure 
someone must have stolen a couple of 
months somewhere. 

When looking up some facts about July 
for this edition of the Village News I 
discovered that the International Day 
of Friendship is observed on 30th July 
each year.  On this day people are 
encouraged to reach out to friends, old 
and news, and celebrate the bonds of 
friendship that enrich their lies.  Now 
that is an international day I can really 
get behind!  

I hope that July brings some nice 
weather and that we can all get a 
chance to have summertime R&R and 
time spent with our family and friends. 

Brenda and Pat have compiled a 
treasure trail round Felsham and 
Gedding to raise funds for the new 
shop. It should be a 2 hour (ish), walk, 
clues available from shop and cost is 
£10 per team. Prize for winning team 
is £15 to spend in the shop. 

This is fun and a good way to get some 
exercise. It has to be handed back to 
shop by 4th August. 

Do give it a try and support your shop. 

Serena 
 

from the editor 
 

Next Copy Date: 20/07/2023 

Please be aware that items submitted 
after the deadline cannot be 
guaranteed to appear in the magazine. 

Copy Submissions 
Email: fgvillagenews@gmail.com or 
call Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

 
Advertising 
Email: fgvillagenewsadverts@gmail.com 
or call Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

 
Compliments, Complaints and Suggestions 
The Village News welcomes your 
feedback. Do you have any comments 
about what we do, what’s going well, 
anything you’d like us to change? 

 
Newsletter General Policy 
We do publish acknowledgements, 
articles of general interest, artistic 
works and similar. 
We do publish factual material from 
recognised organisations. 

We do publish to the Village Website at 
http://felsham.onesuffolk.net 

We do not publish defamatory, rude, 
blasphemous, racial or other 
inappropriate material. 

We reserve the right to edit 
contributions to suit publication needs. 

We are reliant on contributions from 
many sources, taken in good faith, and 
cannot be held responsible for any 
errors or omissions. 

Copyright waiver is presumed implicit 
on all submissions unless clearly stated 
otherwise. 
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VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS 
The recent resignation of some of our councillors have resulted in several 

vacant seats on Felsham Parish Council. 

The Parish Council are now looking to co-opt local residents to fill the 
vacancies. 

 
NOBODY cares more about your community than you and your local council do! 

Its residents, roads, services, airspace, countryside and developments 

Are you over 18? 

Do you live within three miles of Felsham or work here? 

Are you on the Electoral Roll? 

Are you interested in helping to improve the quality of life of your 
community? 

Do you want to be involved in making important decisions in your 
community? 

If you can answer yes to these questions, then Felsham needs you. 
Please contact the Clerk if you would like to be considered for a position or need 

more information. 

felshamparishclerk@gmail.com 
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Village Friends 
The next meeting of Village Friends will be on  
 
Thursday July 27th at 12.30pm 
 
At Felsham and Gedding Village Hall 
 
FISH AND CHIP LUNCH  
 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
 
Please contact Ann Poole 01449 736447 
 
Village Friends is an over 65’s friendship group  
of men and women from various villages who  
meet once a month 
 
All welcome, just come along 
 
If you require transport please contact: 
Lynn Cardale 01284 386327 
or Canon Sharon 01284-828599 or 07825 086063 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW, July …… 
There are two star signs which fall in the month of July. If you’re born before July 22nd, 
then your star sign is Cancer. If you’re born after this day, from July 23rd onward, then 
you’re a Leo. Those born under the sign of Cancer are said to be loyal friends with great 
emotional depth, and those born under the sign of Leo are said to be very proud people 
who display great leadership. 
 
The birthstone of July is the ruby, considered by many to be the king of gems. At one 
point in time, it was considered to protect warriors on the field of battle if it was embedded 
in their armor. Nowadays, as a birthstone, it’s said to protect against evil.  
 
The Anglo-Saxons had multiple names for the month of July, including Maed-monath and 
Hey-monath. Respectively, these translated into “the flowering of meadows” and “hay 
month.” 
 
Independence Day, commonly known as the Fourth of July, is a significant holiday 
celebrated in the United States on July 4th. It commemorates the country’s declaration of 
independence from Great Britain in 1776. 
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Annual Parish Report – 2022/23 
Councillor: Penny Otton 
 
Divisions: Thedwastre south County Council  
Details Mobile:07545423847 / Email: penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk 
 
 
Ukraine: One Year Anniversary  
 
A year has passed since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. It was on the 24th March that 
Councillors crossparty shared a single motion in support of Ukraine. Our Group 
recommended the motion, condemning the actions of Putin, as well as committed to support 
and welcome refugees to become a part of Suffolk communities. The ‘Homes for Ukraine’ 
programme continue to provide hosts for refugees but is in dire need of more households to 
come forward and offer temporary accommodation. If you think you can still help, please 
visit: www.suffolk.gov.uk/Ukraine.  
 
Hosts are entitled to £350 per month, which increases to £500 after 12 months.  
 
HIGHWAYS; /A14 this is creating a serious problem with traffic using villages, rather 
than the A14. I have asked highways and the police if we can have more help.  
 
LOCALITY BUDGET;  
 
CORONATION EVENTS; Suffolk county council will waive any fees for street closures.  
 
FULL COUNCIL:  
 
Over the past 12 months my Group have submitted motions for Full Council meeting.  
 
In July, we asked this Council to declare a cost-of-living emergency in the county of Suffolk. 
With Winter looming, we believed more emphasis was needed on providing emergency 
support to the most vulnerable households. This was voted down.  
 
In December, we ask the Council to commit further to Community Transport, as well as 
investigate further into why the council failed in their Bus Back Better bid. Rural bus services 
have been frequently cut, and the council’s failed bid meant millions for investment in 
restoring the bus network was lost. Again, this was voted down.  
 
I am very proud that the motion I put to promote cleaner rivers in Suffolk. Was agreed 
unanimously. We believe every community should have access to safe waters. The motion 
committed the Council to investigate further into what further work can be done to protect 
biodiversity and address polluting run-off in rivers, as well as working with farmers to 
encourage better practice. 
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CLIMATE EMERGENCY; in 2019 our motion to declare a climate emergency was agreed, 
however as there are now 31 new councillors, we decided to ask for that commitment 
again last month which was approved  
 
Carbon Budget – SCC is Not on Track.  Importantly, the Council’s progress towards 
achieving Net Zero by 2030 – a declaration made by SCC in 2019. Current forecasts show 
that SCC will still be producing 10,000 tonnes of CO2 in 2030. 
 
As SCC has had 31 new Cllrs since the original declaration, our Group asked Cllrs to 
redeclare their commitment to Net Zero by 2030 last month  
 
BUSES; The Department for Transport confirmed in May 2022 that SCC will receive no 
funding for their Bus Back Better bid. The strategy aimed to improve and expand bus 
services in Suffolk, connecting rural areas to local and important towns. Considering just 
how desperate you are with the loss of many bus routes this was particularly 
disappointing  
 
MIDSUFFOLK  
 
It was a difficult decision to not stand for re-election this year, after 32 years. I know 
you will give Nicky all the help you have given me.  
 
SIX BELLS PLANNING APPLICATION; again we were successful in getting a refusal 
from Midsuffolk.  
 
PARKING AT THE ORCHARD’ I got an officer to go there and look at the problem, 
they have asked the bin lorry people to also see of there is sometimes, but I do know 
we need to keep onto this.  
 
LOCAL PLAN; keep under review 
 
 
Follow us on:  
 
Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter  
 
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/  
 
Facebook - Search ‘Suffolk GLI - Green, Liberal Democrat & Independent Group’  
 
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at 
 
 

 
Please note the NEW contact details for your Midsuffolk Councillor   

 
MidSuffolk Councillor:  Nicky.willshere@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
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Treasurer Needed! 
Felsham and Gedding Playing Field 

is run by a small group of volunteers, much needed to 
continue to run the playing field as a key facility for our 
community.  

We are in need of a treasurer – can you help? 

If you would like to find out more or have any questions 
please contact Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 or email 
jsthorticulture@btinternet.com 

Domestic Cleaner 
available 

Tuesday/ Wednesday mornings 
(must be within walking distance of shop) 

Mobile: 07501905783 
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Rev Sharon 
Dear Friends 
 
We love stories don’t we?   
 
As children we are taught the classic fairy tales,  
such as Rumplestiltskin, the Princess and the Pea,  
Hansel and Gretel, Rapunzel….oh, how we love to  
hear of the princes, princesses, witches and 
mermaids,  
not to mention a fashion-obsessed emperor and a   
house made entirely of gingerbread.  Heaven!   
 
Some people think that the story of Jesus is a fairy tale.  It certainly has many different 
characters in it, the bad guys (the Jewish authorities), the good guys (the disciples – 
excluding Judas!), the women (Mary, Jesus’ mother, Mary Magdalene), the locations – 
desert, mountainside, mountain top and lake!  And not forgetting of course, the miracles, 
turning water into wine, restoring sight to a blind man, healing the lepers, making a 
paralysed man walk….the list goes on.  It is a fantastic story – but it is one that I am never 
tired of telling, of reliving through the bible, of believing to be true.   
 
Why am I thinking of story at this particular time?  Well, we are planning our annual holiday 
club in Cockfield Village Hall, which is an adventure in itself!  So lots to look forward to in 
the Summer Holidays.  See below for more details, or contact me to find out more! 
 
I wish everyone a lovely summer, especially if you are taking a break away from your 
normal routine, I hope it leaves you refreshed. 
 
Sharon 
revsharon2@gmail.com, 
01284-828599  or 07825 086063 
 
 

Cockfield Benefice  
SUMMER HOLIDAY CLUB - We're going on a Safari Jamboree! 

At Cockfield Village Hall 
14th - 18th August 

Monday-Friday, 9.30-approx 12.15pm. 
£10 per child per week – if there are three children in a family attending 

the third goes free! 
GAMES – CRAFTS – STORIES – DRAMA – PUPPETS 

For Primary School Age children (5-11) 
Contact Rev Sharon for more details on 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 

WhatsApp or Messenger 

 
10 Felsham and Gedding Village News, Issue 233 July 2023



Cockfield Benefice Services & Events 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 2 July 
Trinity 4 

 
9.30am Communion CW - Stanningfield 
  
10am Morning Prayer CW - Cockfield 
  
11am Communion CW - Bradfield St Clare 
  
6pm Celtic-style Communion - Felsham 
 

Sunday 9 July 
Trinity 5 

 
9.30am Said Communion BCP - Cockfield 
  
11am Communion CW - Bradfield St George 
  
6pm Praise & Worship - Gt Whelnetham 
  

Saturday 15 July 
 

Crafts - Food - Stories - Songs 
All children welcome with carer/parent.  3-5pm.   
F l h  Ch h   Thi  th  ill b  h i   

    

Sunday 16 July 
Trinity 6 

 
9.30am Morning Prayer CW - Stanningfield 
  
10am All-age Worship - Felsham 
  
10.30am Communion CW - Cockfield 
  
6pm Evening Prayer - Bradfield St Clare 
 

Sunday 23 July 
Trinity 7 

 
9.30am Communion CW - Gt Whelnetham 
  
10am Worshipping Together - Bradfield St George 
  
10am Communion BCP - Gedding 
  

Sunday 30 July 
M  M d l  
 
 

10.30am Benefice Communion - Lt Whelnetham 
 
 
      Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see the  
      benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com   
 
      A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am and at Stanningfield  
      every Thursday at 9am.   
 
      A prayer group meets every Wednesday at 2pm via zoom.  For more details contact  
     Canon Sharon Potter revsharon2@gmail.com 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURS 

31    

3 
 

F&G & FRIENDS 
GROUP 

VH 2.30PM 

4 5 
 
 

 
TABLE TENNIS 

VH 7.30PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MERMAID FISH 

VHCP 5.50 - 
10 

 
 

11  
 

 

 

12 
 
 

 
CARPET BOWLS 

VH 7.30PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MERMAID FISH 

VHCP 5.50 - 

17 
 

 

18 
 
 

Parish Council, VH 
7.30pm 

19 
 
 
 

TABLE TENNIS 
VH 7.30PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MERMAID FISH 

VHCP -5.50  

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

 

 

26 
 
 

 
 

CARPET BOWLS 
VH 7.30PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MERMAID FISH 

VHCP -5.50 
 

july 2023 

12 Felsham and Gedding Village News, Issue 233 July 2023



 
 

DAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
  1  

 
 
 

 

2 
 

6 
 
 
 
BROWN BIN 
 

& CHIPS 
 6.30PM 

7 
FRESH FISH 
VHCP 10.30 AM 
 
 
RECYCLING BIN 

8 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
& CHIPS 
6.30PM 

14 
FRESH FISH 
VHCP 10.30 AM 
 
 

BLACK BIN 
 

15 
FILM NIGHT VH 

7.30PM 
 
 
 

16 
 

20 
 
 
 
BROWN BIN 

& CHIPS  
6.30PM 

21 
FRESH FISH 
VHCP 10.30 AM 
 

RECYCLING 
BIN 

22 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

27 
VILLAGE 
FRIENDS 
VH 12.30pm 
 
& CHIPS  
6.30PM 

28 
FRESH FISH 
VHCP 10.30 AM 
LIBRARY VAN,  
10.10 GEDDING 
11.40 VHCP 
 

BLACK BIN 
 

29 30 

VH - Village Hall VHCP -Village Hall Car Park 
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We’ve booked a package holiday to Spain. It’s our first time booking this sort of 
getaway, and a friend recently had a terrible experience when things went wrong on 
a similar trip. What sort of help is available if something does go wrong? 
 
Firstly, tell the company or travel agent you booked with as soon as possible. This way you’re 
more likely to be able to get it sorted quicker. If you don’t say anything until you get home, 
you might get less or no compensation at all. 
 
If the holiday you went on turned out to be lower in value than the one you originally booked 
you can make a claim for ‘loss of value’. For example you paid for a deluxe room but only 
got a standard one, if it wasn't sorted out at the time you can claim back the difference in 
value. 
 
You can also claim compensation for any extra money you have to spend while away, for 
example the hotel was a bus ride away from the beach rather than across the road as 
advertised. This is called claiming for ‘out-of-pocket expenses’. If this does happen make 
sure you keep all your receipts for things like bus journeys. 
 
If big parts of the trip you booked didn’t happen or services weren’t provided, for example a 
planned two-day excursion was cancelled and no alternative was organised, you can make 
a claim for ‘loss of enjoyment’. You can also make this claim if something happens that 
causes you distress or disappointment, such as the pool was closed for the whole trip. 
 
It’s worth noting that there’s no there’s no strict guidance on how much you can claim for 
loss of enjoyment but any claim you make must be reasonable. You can’t get compensation 
if you simply didn’t enjoy the holiday or if the problem was out of the holiday company’s 
control - like bad weather. 
 
Check the information you received when you made the booking to see what you’re 
supposed to get. If you don’t get the service you’ve been promised, you may be entitled to 
compensation for breach of contract. You might also be able to claim from your travel 
insurance – check if your policy covers this.  
 
The Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 0808 223 1133 or an online adviser at 
citizensadvice.org.uk can help with more detailed consumer queries. 
 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide advice on issues including debt, finances, 
employment, benefits and family/relationships.  You can contact them on 01449 676060, 
visit in person at Milton House, 5 Milton Road South, Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the 
contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us. Our opening hours are Monday-Thursday 
9.30am – 3.30pm and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. For more information go to 
midsuffolkcab.org.uk. 
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UK based Family Research Group researching the Sparks, Sparke, Sparkes 
family is holding its first reunion Saturday 19th August 23 and cordially 
invites friends and family to join them at The Pavillion, Rattlesden, Suffolk, 
IP30 0RT from 12pm-4pm.  

As part of the planned events it hopes to replicate the picture below of many 
of its namesake and associated family members, taken in 1890 outside the 5 
Bells Public House in Rattlesden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event is an informal gathering of the family group who has traced its roots 
to the area, many of which will be making the pilgrimage from around the UK 
and supporting the local communities and businesses over the weekend. 

It welcomes the local community to attend to share their memories and 
pictures of our extended family that lived and continues to do in Rattlesden 
and the surrounding villages. 

Food and drinks will be available at the event.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Group contacts:    Stuart Riding stuartriding68@hotmail.com  

                               Susan Hulme-Screen benitez1922@live.co.uk 
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A N GILLAM
Building, 

All aspects of roofing,  
chimney work, 

Lime plastering & rendering. 
Chimney sweep 

	����������ǡ�
����������������ǡ�

The Mouse House, 
Bradfield St Clare, 
Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk 
IP30 0EL 

Tel 01284 388508 
Mob 07961 878564
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Kids page 
Match the pirates’ faces that are the same. 

Can you think of some good sounding pirate names to give them? 

Colour them in  
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KIDS PAGE 
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Recipe 
As its July and we should (!) be getting some nice  
summer weather here are a couple of quick salad recipes   
 

 
Broad Bean, Feta & Mint Salad 
 
Serves 4 – 6 people 
 

• 450g / 1lb (shelled weight) broad beans or soya beans (fresh or frozen) 
• 125g / 4oz feta cheese, cubed 
• 2 table spoon chopped fresh mint 
• 1 tablespoon white wine vinegar 
• 3 table spoons olive oil 
• Salt & pepper 

 
 

• Put the beans in boiling water for 3-4 minutes until tender 
• Drain well and put in bowl 
• Mix together the oil, vinegar and mint and stir in to the HOT beans 
• When the beans have cooled to room temperature mix in the cubed feta and serve 

 

 
Citrus courgette ribbon salad  
 

Serves 1- 2 people 
 
This is really quick to make but if you have the time the dressing is better if its made in 
advance, allowing the flavours to develop      
 

• 1 lemon, zest and juice 
• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
• 4 salad onions, finely chopped 
• Handful of roasted pine nuts 
• 1 or 2 courgettes, depending on size, sliced into ribbons lengthways using a 

vegetable peeler 
• Small handfull chopped parsley 
• Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

 
 

• In a large bowl whisk together the lemon zest, juice, oil, salad onions and pine nuts 
• Add the courgette ribbons, mix together and season with salt and pepper 
• Sprinkle with parsley and serve 
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ALLOTMENTS BRIAN FRANCIS 01449 736219 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, FELSHAM REVEREND SHARON POTTER 
revsharon2@gmail.com 01284 828599 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, GEDDING 

CHURCH WARDENS 
BRIAN DEARDS (FELSHAM) 

JAMES MORGAN (GEDDING) 

01449 737364 

01449 737445 

DOCTORS SURGERY 
WOOLPIT HEALTH 
CENTRE, HEATH 
ROAD, WOOLPIT 

01359 240298 

PHARMACY 
WOOLPIT HEALTH 
CENTRE, HEATH 
ROAD, WOOLPIT 

01359 242394 

F&G Community Store & Post Office 01449 736042 

F&G FUEL GROUP pawilson4@btinternet.com 01449 736330 

FACEBOOK FELSHAM & GEDDING COMMUNITY 
FAGENDS PHILIP COCKELL 01449 736272 

FELSHAM CHARITY 
TRICIA WILSON 
pawilson4@btinternet.com 

01449 736330 

FELSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
SIMON GARROD, CHAIR 01449 737728 
ISABELLE REECE 
felshamparishclerk@gmail.com 

GEDDING PARISH MEETING RICHARD VASS - rvass@burland.com 01449 736731 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
JO CHURCHILL 
10 HATTER STREET, BURY ST EDMUNDS 
IP33 1LZ 

01284 752311 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR 

NICKY WILLSHERE 
Nicky.willshere@midsuffolk.gov.uk 

COUNTY COUNCILLLOR PENNY OTTON 
penny.otton@sufolk.gov.uk 

01449 736482 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
COUNCIL NEEDHAM MARKET 0845 606 6170 

PLAYING FIELD PHILIP COCKELL, CHAIR 01449 736272 

SHELTERED HOUSING MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL 01473 826639 

POLICE SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM ONE 
stowmarket.snt@sufolk.pnn.police.uk 

101 
999 (emergency) 

TABLE TENNIS ADRIAN KING 01449 737495 

TREE WARDEN MARK TAVERNOR, mtavernor@btinternet.com 01449 737793 

VILLAGE HALL 
ANDREW CONQUEST, CHAIR 01449 737619 
VICTORIA DILLON, CARETAKER 07738 405520 
DAVID SIMPSON, BOOKINGS 07830 020287 

VILLAGE WEBSITES 
FELSHAM: felsham.onesufolk.net 
GEDDING: gedding.onesufolk.net 

WHIST DRIVE PAT CLARKE 01449 736202 

Village Directory 
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